
 

 

 

Thankful for Partners Who Strengthen District 
 

One of the focus areas of our strategic plan, “A Blueprint for Student Success,” is 
strategic partnerships, defined in our plan as “improving intentional collaboration 
with people and organizations in order to leverage limited resources to maximize 
staff and student growth.” 

In this month’s “Inside Kettering with Inskeep,” I want to touch on just a few of the 
amazing partnerships the district and our individual schools have with businesses 
and organizations, as well as the integral part these partnerships play in 
maximizing student success. 

In our latest “Faces of Kettering” video series -- videos that spotlight individuals 
and groups who epitomize the four focus areas of our strategic plan – we talked 
with Charley Schuerholz, owner of Schuerholz Printing.  I am not sure we could 
find a better person to epitomize “partnerships ” than Charley, and this goes well 
beyond the design and printing work his company does for our district.  

He serves on the advisory board of our Digital Design program in the Fairmont 
CTC, regularly conducts tours of his shop for our Digital Design students and 
employs a senior in the Digital Design program every year. He supports Firebird 
athletics, volunteers his time in support of KCS levy campaigns and is an 
extremely active member of the Dor-Wood Optimists – an organization whose 
motto is “Bringing Out the Best in Kids.”  

Perhaps Charley said it best how his partnership with the Kettering City Schools 
is helping to maximize student growth and success: “I think it’s important to give 
back to the schools. Jared Parker with the career tech program sends us interns. 
I think it’s important for kids to come, see, and get those real-world experiences. 
They get to see their design come to life and then they get to see it in the real 
world, and I think that’s good for their motivation and their self-esteem. The more 



kids can get out in the community and see businesses like mine, to see other 
businesses, the more they can kind of get a feel for what’s going on out there.” 

Germain Ford, a dealership that regularly employs interns from the Fairmont 
Career Tech Center’s Automotives Tech Prep Program, recently donated a 2014 
Ford Focus to the program. Automotives instructor, Scott Beirise, was particularly 
excited with the car, noting that the program doesn’t often receive donations of 
newer vehicles. “Having a newer vehicle for my students to work on is very 
important to their learning,” said Scott. “When they go out and get jobs, they will 
certainly be working on older cars, but they will also need to have an 
understanding of what’s under the hood of newer cars that they’ll also be fixing.” 

A few weeks ago, 45 staff members from Oakview Elementary School took a tour 
of the labs at the University of Dayton Research Institute, learning about 
advances in science and technology that they could take back to their 
classrooms and share with students. This was the first step in the creation of a 
partnership between Oakview and UDRI that will grow to include student tours of 
UDRI, visits by UDRI to Oakview classrooms and the sharing of resources 
designed to help make student learning in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, the arts and math more authentic. 

“We’re looking for tools and resources that will motivate the students and get 
them excited about career possibilities they might not even be aware of,” said 
Bern Schwieterman, district elementary STEAM coach.  “It’s also important that 
the teachers are motivated, because when they get excited about information, it’s 
easier to share that excitement with their students. That’s why we’re so grateful 
to UDRI, our new STEAM partner, for immersive opportunities like this tour.” 

I can’t write about partnerships without highlighting the wonderful partner we 
have in the City of Kettering. It makes sense that schools and cities would work 
together, but you will find that this is not always the case.  We are so fortunate to 
have such a strong relationship with our city, and this is something that truly 
benefits our students, our staff and the residents of Kettering, as a whole. 
Whether it’s adding additional school resource officers,  jointly hiring Jonelle 
Carroll to serve as the Kettering Youth & Family Community Resource 
Coordinator, sharing facilities for rec basketball and pee wee football programs or 
working together to support mental health services through South Community, 
the relationship we have with the City of Kettering is the very definition of 
“partnership.” 

As I said, these are just a few examples of the many partnerships we have with a 
wide range of businesses and organizations in our community. We also have 
churches that donate backpacks and school supplies, businesses that send 
tutors to our schools, services groups that fund special programs that might 
otherwise not take place without their support...and the list goes on and on. 



Quite frankly, we could not do many of the things we do here in the Kettering City 
Schools without our wonderful partners. We will continue to look for ways to 
foster partnerships that will benefit our staff and our students in their growth and 
success. If your business or organization has an interest in partnering with the 
district or one of our schools, please contact me, and I’ll put you in touch with the 
people who can make this happen. 

And as we celebrate this time of thanks and giving, I extend to our many partners 
my sincerest gratitude for all that you do to strengthen our schools. Partnering 
together, we are growing the Kettering City Schools toward our ultimate goal of 
being a “destination district” for families. 


